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connection to the entertainment industry
through a friend at work. Through this, he was
able to bring a variety of entertainers to the
hospital. He brought in country and western
groups, folk singers, rock groups, and variety
acts to boost morale on the wards.

The Adams family became close to many of
the veterans and opened their home to those
who could leave the hospital for short periods
of time in order to provide them with a family
atmosphere. Although they still had eight chil-
dren at home, they made room for any vet-
eran who needed time away.

They continued their dedication to the
wounded veterans from 1966 to 1970. Unfor-
tunately in 1970, Charles was diagnosed with
cancer and had to keep his hospital visits to
a minimum. Mrs. Adams continued to care for
veterans and to this day receives an occa-
sional Christmas card from one of the patients
she cared for.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask you and my
colleagues to join me in saluting Mrs. Ottie
Adams for her constant devotion to this coun-
try on the occasion of her son’s retirement
from the U.S. Naval Reserve. She deserves
our admiration and our thanks.
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Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
President Reagan said, ‘‘If we are forced to
fight, we must have the means and the deter-
mination to prevail or we will not have what it
takes to secure the peace.’’

Our zest for freedom will supply the deter-
mination—and the Congress, through the lan-
guage in the defense authorization bill for fis-
cal year 1996, will supply the means.

An integral part of the means to fight and
win is the B–2. The chairman and members of
the National Security Committee have clearly
supported the B–2. Studies indicate the United
States will require more than 20 B–2 bombers
to support the U.S. national military strategy
and that makes the B–2 a critical part of our
war fighting arsenal.

Let’s set the record straight: The aging fleet
of B–52 and B–1 bombers will see their per-
formance decline in the next 5–10 years and
can never perform the stealth mission of the
B–2.

There are no new bombers on the drawing
board for the next 20 years, and the B–2 is an
installment on Congress’ promise to revitalize
our national security posture.

Conferees have always intended to continue
industrial base activities necessary for produc-
tion of additional B–2’s.

If the program is expected to continue, prior
year funds must be obligated immediately.
Only then, will the hundreds of thousands di-
rectly involved in this program clearly under-
stand our support for this much-needed pro-
gram, and last,

The B–2 and its stealth technology is within
our economic and production capability—it
must be acquired while we can.

I challenge each of my colleagues to think
about world events. I challenge each of my
colleagues to think about your safety and the
safety of your families. The notion that we are

safe—or war is less likely—should be dis-
missed. While their names may have
changed, the tools of mass destruction are still
there—ballistic missiles, chemical weapons,
nuclear weapons, and other threats to our
very existence. We must have the technology
to counter that threat and the B–2 is part of
our technological edge.

This is our only chance to harness the B–
2’s revolutionary capabilities. Capabilities that,
because of who we are and what we stand
for, will benefit not just the people of America,
but the entire world. The time is now to move
forward with the B–2.
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Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, the leadership of

America’s $400 billion travel and tourism in-
dustry is very concerned about the proposals
to dismantle the Department of Commerce.
These executives, who have come together to
form the Travel Business Roundtable, have
adopted a policy statement to express their
strong support for retaining the Commerce De-
partment.

These executives have asked me, as chair-
man of the 304-member Congressional Travel
and Tourism Caucus, to advise the House of
the travel industry’s position on this issue.

Accordingly, I am inserting the following let-
ter from Mr. Jonathan Tisch, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Loews Hotels, to-
gether with the policy statement by the Travel
Business Roundtable and a list of the Round-
table membership.

All members of the House should give very
careful consideration to this very cogent state-
ment on the future of the Commerce Depart-
ment, especially in view of the business ex-
ecutives who are listed below. These cor-
porate leaders are among America’s best and
brightest. Their organization, the Travel Busi-
ness Roundtable, is emerging as the leading
organization of travel industry executives in
the nation.

DECEMBER 7, 1995.
Hon. Toby Roth,
Rayburn House Office Building, Washington,

DC.
DEAR CONGRESSMAN ROTH. Enclosed please

find a policy statement regarding the United
States Department of Commerce, signed by
Darryl Hartley-Leonard and myself on behalf
of all members of the Travel Business
Roundtable.

It is imperative that the Department of
Commerce continue operating in order to
maintain the United States’ current market
share in the world travel and tourism indus-
try. Competition internationally is increas-
ing, and without the support of the Com-
merce Department, the United States is sure
to lose millions, if not billions of dollars, in
revenue.

Congressman Roth, as the Chair of the
Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus,
as well as a respected leader in Congress,
please do all that is necessary to ensure the
future of this very important Department.
We appreciate your continued support.

Sincerely,
JONATHAN M. TISCH,

President and CEO Loews Hotels,

POLICY STATEMENT BY THE TRAVEL BUSINESS
ROUNDTABLE

The United States travel and tourism in-
dustry is in direct and intense competition
with foreign countries. This competition is
increasing, and the United States is losing
market share, threatening jobs and the in-
dustry’s positive impact on the United
States balance of trade.

The United States Department of Com-
merce has historically played a vital role in
representing U.S. business abroad. As cor-
porate executives and leaders of the business
community, we believe that many functions
performed by the Commerce Department are
necessary to this country’s ability to com-
pete effectively in global markets, and are
irreplaceable resources. Elimination of key
Commerce Department functions, such as
the United States Travel and Tourism Ad-
ministration (USTTA), would be an unfortu-
nate step backwards when this country can
least afford it.

Therefor, we strongly recommend that as
all functions of government undergo a thor-
ough examination, the critical functions per-
formed by the Department of Commerce be
retained and that Congress should grant
USTTA the opportunity to transition into a
new public-private tourism entity no later
than the end of FY 1996, by funding the agen-
cy at the previous Senate-approved level of
$12 million.

As business leaders, we recognize the cur-
rent pressures to balance the U.S. budget
and we feel strongly that our recommenda-
tions are consistent with Congress’ overall
efforts to streamline and strengthen govern-
ment programs and services.

The Travel Business Roundtable is an or-
ganization of senior corporate leaders of
America’s $400 billion travel and tourism in-
dustry. Our industry accounts for six (6) per-
cent of our nation’s Gross Domestic Product.
Our billions of dollars in services to inter-
national visitors to the United States sup-
plied eleven percent (11%) of all United
States exports in 1994 and represented a net
trade surplus of $21.6 billion. Our industry
employs 6.4 million workers in the United
States.

DARRYL HARTLEY-LEONARD
Chairman, Hyatt Hotels Corporation.

JONATHAN M. TISCH,
President and CEO, Loews Hotels.

THE TRAVEL BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE MEMBER
LIST

JOHN C. ALEXANDER, Chief Executive
Officer, WORLDTRAVEL PARTNERS.

MICHAEL B. ARRINGTON, President,
ARRINGTON TRAVEL CENTER.

NICHOLAS A. ATHANASIOU, Vice Presi-
dent, ARTHUR D. LITTLE INTER-
NATIONAL.

ROGER H. BALLOU, Vice Chairman,
ALAMO RENT A CAR, INC.

PAUL BLACKNEY, President & CEO,
APOLLO TRAVEL SERVICES.

JAMES CARREKER, President,
WYNDHAM HOTELS & RESORTS.

U. GARY CHARLWOOD, Chairman of the
Board & CEO, UNIGLOBE TRAVEL INC.

JARVIS W. COBURN, Vice President, Busi-
ness Development, EDS.

ROBERT W. COGGIN, Executive Vice
President, Marketing, DELTA AIR LINES,
INC.

GLORIA BOHAN, President, OMEGA
WORLD TRAVEL, INC.

MICHAEL M. BOLAND, President & CEO,
MARITZ TRAVEL COMPANY.

J. WILLIAM BOYD, CMP, President &
CEO, SUNBELT MOTIVATION & TRAVEL.

MICHAEL BUCKMAN, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, WORLDSPAN.

BETTA CARNEY, Chairman & CEO,
WORLD WIDE TRAVEL SERVICE, INC.
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